
 

Gifted Math 6/Gifted Math 7 

2016-2017 

 

Welcome to the start of a new school year!  I am excited to have your student in my math class.  If we as teachers, parents, 

and students work together, I am confident that we can make this a successful year.    

 

Goals 

My goals for this year are for students to continue to develop organizational and study skills that will ensure success as 

well as to grow as mathematical thinkers.  Mathematically, I want students to:  

1. Communicate mathematically through 

 Representation (graphs, diagrams, charts, tables, models) 

 Mathematical language 

 Clear presentation of work 

2. Demonstrate problem solving by 

 Using approaches that show sound mathematical thinking 

 Explaining decisions along the way 

 Connecting, extending, applying and generalizing answers 

3. Develop number sense by assessing whether an answer is reasonable (estimate) 

4. Understand and apply math concepts (see the scope and sequence for specifics) 

5. Solve problems cooperatively 

6. Apply math outside the classroom 

 

Classroom Rules 

 Be seated and ready to work when the bell rings 

 Bring all necessary materials to class 

 Be respectful to yourself, to others, and to the classroom 

 Accept responsibility for your actions and decisions 

 Follow directions the first time they are given 

 Learn by taking risks – don’t be afraid to make mistakes or ask for help 

 

Students will be given one warning if a behavior issue arises.  If the problem persists, a consequence will be given as 

appropriate to the situation.  More chronic or severe misbehaviors will result in a phone call home, a parent-teacher 

conference, and/or the use of a behavior contract.   

 
Assignments 

 In-Class Activities – Students will be required to complete an in-class activity every day.  This activity may be a lab 

activity, taking class notes, completing problem-solving tasks, writing reflections, and giving student presentations.  

 Homework – Students will have homework on a daily basis.  Assignments should take 30-45 minutes.  Homework is 

always due in class the following day unless otherwise specified.  If a student does not bring his or her homework, an 

email will be sent home.  If students have worked seriously at a problem but still cannot solve it, he or she can instead 

ask 3 good questions about the problem.  A good question might be: 

o I understand ___________, but am wondering how to ________...... 

o I see that this is like ________, but how do you _______ when this part is different? 

 Notebook Checks - Notebook checks will be done to assess completeness of in-class activities and to help with 

organizational skills.   Scoring will be done using the notebook rubric.   

 Quizzes & Tests– Quizzes will be given at intermediate points during the course of a unit or at the conclusion of a 

short unit (approximately every two weeks).  Notebook quizzes may be given to assess completeness of in-class 

activities and to help with organizational skills.  Tests will be given at the conclusion of a unit.  

 



Grading 

  Grades will be decided by a point system – a percentage determined by total points earned divided by total points 

possible.   

 Homework accounts for 50 points per week.  Homework is graded for effort and completion, not for accuracy – it is a 

chance for students to practice the ideas and skills learned in class that day.  In order to receive full credit on their 

homework, students must turn the assignment in on time and show all of their work.  Notebook checks, quizzes, 

tests, and projects will be given point values reflective of their complexity and difficulty. 

 Group work and student collaboration are both allowed and expected in my classroom.  However, working together 

and sharing ideas is not the same thing as cheating or copying someone else’s work. If a student is caught cheating 

or copying, he or she will receive a zero for that assignment/quiz/test. 

 

Textbook 

 Students will use a mixture of CMP and supplementary resources.   

 On-line access to the CMP textbook is available by downloading the unit resources from the class website.    

Make-Up Work 

 Students are expected to make-up any assignments that are missed due to absences.  It is the responsibility of the 

student to collect and make-up all missed work – these assignments are posted on the classroom calendar and on 

the class website.  Copies of homework handout are available for download on the calendar on my website.  The 

students will have one day for every school day missed to make-up the missing assignments.  

Helping your student 

 When your student has a question, try not to tell him/her the answer or how to solve the problem.  Instead, ask 

questions that might help to think about it in a different way. 

 Ask your student to explain concepts and relationships.  Be concerned with the thought process/reasoning as much as, 

if not more than, the answer. 

 Encourage your student to draw diagrams and or models to help explain or understand a problem.   

Communication 

 All important dates – homework due dates and upcoming quizzes, tests, and projects – will be posted on the 

classroom calendar and class website.  Homework handouts are available for download on the calendar on the class 

website.  Students will be notified of quizzes and tests in advance (usually about a week in advance). 

 Please check your student’s agenda on a daily basis.   The student will write his/her homework assignment in it each 

day at the beginning of class.  In addition, I will write notes (e.g., missing assignments) as needed.   

 I have a class Twitter account.  You can follow us @MathEasyAsPi.   I use the account to give parents a glimpse into 

the classroom.   I post phots of class notes/labs most days so that students who are absent will have access to the 

content we covered in class.   I also post about ways that math can be used in the real world and about upcoming math 

related events.    

. 

If you have questions or concerns during the course of the year, please do not hesitate to contact me.  The easiest and most 

efficient way to get in touch with me is via email. 

 

I am looking forward to an exciting year and hope to see you at Parent Night.   

 

Cheryl Leung       

  

leung@aps.edu        
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Student Information Sheet 

 

 

 

Student’s Name/Signature (please print neatly):     _______________________________________ 

 

 

Parent Signature:  ___________________________   

 

Parent Cell Number:  _______________________ 

 

Parent Cell Number:  _______________________ 

 

 

Please tell me one thing I should know about your student to help him/her learn better:  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MATH SURVEY 

 
Name:  ______________________________________  Period:  _________ 

 
Put an X on the scales below where you think you belong: 
 

I am not good at math  ______________________________________  I am great at math 

 

I HATE math  __________________________________________  I LOVE math 

 

Answer the following questions in complete sentences: 

 

1) Describe your math class from last year: 

 

  

2) In a good math class, the teacher should…. 

 

 

 

3) In a bad math class, the teacher would…. 

 

 

 

4) In a good math class, the students should…. 

 

 

  

5) In a bad math class, the students would…. 

 

 

 

6) What is your favorite thing about math?  

 

  

7) What is your least favorite thing about math? 

 

 

8) Describe your expectations for this class.  (Things you might include are: career goals, fears, frustrations 

from the past, ways that you learn best, help you need, etc…)  Write your answer in at least five 

complete sentences below. 

 


